Introduction In 1982, the Director of what is now the United Nations Centre for Human
Rights informed the United Nations Commission on Human Rights that "the protection of human life is one of the most urgent priorities on the human rights agenda; the deliberate killings of human beings rank amongst the most severe, extensive and shocking violations of human rights in the world today".2 The passage of twelve years since this assessment was made has arguably enhanced its applicability to contemporary international society. Children are included among the victims, perishing in armed conflicts and through such acts as infanticide, euthanasia, execution of the death sentence, enforced and involuntary disappearances and summary executions. Of perhaps increasing moment are the 'passive killings' of children in cases where governments fail to deliver the basic survival requirements alluded to in the foregoing quotation. 
